Dicrepidius ramicornis (Palisot de Beauvois, 1805) is an elaterid beetle widely distributed in the Americas. Although first recorded from "Saint-Domingue" by Chevrolat in 1867, its presence in Hispaniola has been subsequently overlooked. In this note, I provide the first databacked records for this species from the Dominican Republic and the first from Hispaniola since then.
RESUMEN
Dicrepidius ramicornis (Palisot de Beauvois, 1805) es un escarabajo elatérido ampliamente distribuido en las Américas. Aunque registrado por primera vez para "Saint-Domingue" por Chevrolat en 1867, su presencia en La Hispaniola ha sido subsiguientemente ignorada. En esta nota se dan los primeros registros respaldados por datos de esta especie para la República Dominicana y los primeros para La Hispaniola desde 1867.
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The distinctive elaterid Dicrepidius ramicornis was originally described by Palisot de Beauvois (1805) as Elater ramicornis based on specimens collected in South Carolina, United States. Candèze (1859) cites it as a common species in the Antilles, Mexico and the southern United States. Chevrolat (1867) presents the only record of this species for the island of Hispaniola when he gave its distribution as Cuba, Saint-Domingue (probably in reference to the Haitian part of the island), Guadeloupe, Mexico and South America. Fleutiaux & Sallé (1889) record it for the island of Guadeloupe. However, all subsequent literature mentions of D. ramicornis ignore the record from Hispaniola. Champion (1894) records it as inhabiting southern states of North America, Mexico, Nicaragua to Brazil, and Cuba and Guadeloupe in the Antilles. Schwarz (1906) cites its distribution as Mexico, Antilles, South America. Leng & Mutchler (1915) , in their preliminary list of the Coleoptera of the West Indies, cite it as known from Guadeloupe and Cuba, while Schenkling (1925) in his catalog of Elateridae gives its distribution as Mexico, Nicaragua, Antilles and S. America. The most comprehensive resource is the beetle catalog of Blackwelder (1944) , where the distribution of D. ramicornis is given as Mexico, Nicaragua, Brazil, Chaco, Argentina, Cuba, I. de Pinos, and Guadeloupe. Undoubtedly because of no subsequent mentions of Hispaniola, this species was overlooked and not included in the recently published checklist of Hispaniolan arthropods (Perez-Gelabert, 2008) . Dicrepidius ramicornis came to my attention only recently, when Casari (2009) Recognition. Figure 1 . D. ramicornis can be recognized as an elaterid with typically elongated body, varying in size from 10-13 mm the males and 16-18 mm the females, with a gradually narrowing abdomen. Integument colored homogeneously reddish-brown, covered with fine yellowish pubescence and a fine and dense punctuation. Head with distinctively flabellate antennae just slightly longer than half the body length, all the branching antennomeres being nearly equal in length. The antenna is sexually dimorphic, with the females having a nonflabellate antenna. The various localities from which D. ramicornis has been collected in the Dominican Republic indicate that this beetle may prefer humid forests from low to medium elevations. The Elateridae are the 9th largest family among beetles and over 10,000 species are known worldwide (Johnson, 2002) , although there is no recently published world catalog. The checklist of Hispaniolan arthropods (Perez-Gelabert, 2008) included 39 species, while Perez-Gelabert (2011) specified that 45 species of Elateridae (16 of them apparently endemic) in 15 genera (none endemic) have been recorded in the zoological literature from Hispaniola. It is clear that many species remain to be discovered and newly described from the island. Certainly the total number of species in Hispaniola should ascend to more than double of that figure.
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